REGULAR MEETING

VILLAGE OF MORRILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES

September 10, 2024
A Regular Meeting of the Chairman and Board of Trustees of the Village of Morrill, Nebraska was held on September 10, 2024 immediately following the Public Hearings for the 1&6 Year Plan, 24-25 Budget Hearing and Tax Ask Hearing at the Village of Morrill Legion Hall.  Notice of the meeting had been published according to law, in the Star Herald, a newspaper published of general circulation in the Village and also posted in 3 conspicuous places within the Village of Morrill.   The notice stated the date, hour and place of the meeting, that the meeting would be open to the public, that anyone with a disability desiring reasonable accommodation to attend the meeting should contact the Village office, and that an agenda of the meeting kept continuously current was available for public inspection at the office of the Village; provided, however, the Village Board could modify the agenda at the meeting if it determined that an emergency so required.  An agenda kept continuously current was available for public inspection at the Village office at all times from the date of publication of the notice to the time of the meeting.  A similar notice, together with a copy of the agenda, was also delivered to each Board Member.

Chairman Hart presided and Clerk Schmidt recorded the proceedings. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Hart directed the public a copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, posted on the north wall for the public’s review. The following Board Members were present: Neal Hart, Denise Sinner and Steve Engleman, Joseph Conrad and Kim Schledewitz.  Also in attendance was Village Attorney Libby Stobel, Simmons Olsen Law Firm.

Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Hart to approve the agenda as presented.       
YEAS: Sinner, Hart and Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None

Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Sinner that the minutes from August 6, 2024 Regular Meeting and August 13 and August 16, 2024 Special Meetings be approved.

YEAS: Sinner, Hart and Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None

Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Sinner to approve the August 31, 2024 Treasurer’s Report be approved.

YEAS: Sinner, Hart and Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None

Chairman Hart asked if any citizens with business not scheduled on the agenda wished to include an item providing the Village Board determines the item requires emergency action. There were no emergency items.

Moved by Member Conrad and seconded by Member Schledewitz to Adopt Resolution 24-05 Increasing Restricted Funds.
YEAS: Sinner, Hart and Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None

Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Schledewitz to Adopt the 2024-2025 Fiscal Year Budget.
YEAS: Sinner, Hart and Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None

Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Sinner to Adopt Resolution 24-06 Certifying the Amount to be Received in Taxes.

YEAS: Sinner, Hart and Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None

Moved by Member Engleman and seconded by Member Hart to Direct the Transfer of Funds.
YEAS: Sinner, Hart and Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None

Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Schledewitz to Suspend 3 Readings of Ordinance D-378.
YEAS: Sinner, Hart and Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None

Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Hart to Adopt Ordinance D-378.
YEAS: Sinner, Hart and Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None

ORDINANCE D-378

An Ordinance providing for the appropriation of monies for the Village of Morrill expenses for Fiscal Year 2024-2025 and reappropriating unexpended balances.

Published in pamphlet form.

Moved by Member Engleman and seconded by Member Conrad to Adopt Resolution 24-07 for the 1&6 Year Plan.
YEAS: Sinner, Hart and Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None

Moved by Member Engleman and seconded by Member Schledewitz to Approve the Easement for Fiber Optic Facilities and Structures with ALLO.
      YEAS: Sinner, Hart and Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None

Moved by member Sinner and seconded by Member Hart to approve the Administrative Services Program from $365 to $599 per year for Fire and Rescue Volunteers Service Award Benefit Program.
YEAS: Sinner, Hart and Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None

Motion by Member Conrad and Seconded by Member Engleman to Approve Clark Morrill and Shane Litte as Fire Department Members.
      YEAS: Sinner, Hart and Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None

Jeremiah Gardner from Morrill Public School shared a project they have been working on at the school.  The project used recycled materials to build a large chair that they would like to donate to the Village for a tourism opportunity.  The board wanted to get information from the insurance company and involve Village staff in the decision making.  This item will be brought back to the October agenda for consideration.

Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Sinner to approve the electrical system improvement project to back feed the substation during emergencies by tying in with Roosevelt Public Power at a cost of 69,500.00.
     YEAS: Sinner, Hart and Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None

Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Schledewitz to Approve Resolution 24-08 Setting New Trash Rates due to increase from Torrington Disposal Services.
     YEAS: Sinner, Hart and Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None

Next on the agenda was a resolution to sell the used street sweeper.  Only one bid was received for $625.00.  The board discussed other options and will look into putting the sweeper on the Big Iron Auction Site.  No action was taken.

Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Hart to change the October meeting from the 8th to the 15th due to Clerk Schmidt being out of town for a conference with the League of Nebraska Municipalities in Lincoln.

YEAS: Sinner, Hart and Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None

Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Schledewitz to approve the Ride Along Policy for the Police Department.

YEAS: Sinner, Hart and Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None

An opportunity for public comment was provided.  Public comments were as follows:

Pete Cawiezel shared that Yard of the Week has concluded for the year.  December 2nd is the Christmas Stroll.  
The Village Board then received written reports from departments.  
The next item on the agenda was the approval of bills and expenses.  It was moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Sinner to approve all claims as presented.

Village of Morrill Ref 200.00, 101.87, 200.00, 200.00, 200.00, 125.00

M Owens Ref 98.13

M Morton Ref 200.00

Payroll 36157.06, 32093.31, 30342.68

941 Taxes 8559.54, 7739.75, 7430.15

Credit Card Fees 25.90, 34.15, 296.37

State Farm Life Ins 326.70

Edward Jones Retirement 4207.00

Nebraska Department of Revenue Tax 3464.73, 18760.16, 25.00

Village of Morrill Util 2075.44

Office Ally Srvc 39.95

Valley Ambulance Srvc 500.00, 500.00

Village of Morrill Trnsf 200000.00

USave Mart Fuel 123.78
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YEAS: Sinner, Hart and Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None

The next Regular Board of Trustee Meeting will be held on October 15, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. at the Morrill American Legion.
The last item on the agenda was a motion to adjourn by Member Conrad and seconded by Member Schledewitz.
       YEAS: Sinner, Hart and Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None

The meeting was then adjourned at 7:12 p.m.


/s/ Janine K. Schmidt

/s/ Neal Hart

Janine K. Schmidt



Neal Hart

Village Clerk/Treasurer


Chairman, Board of Trustees     
